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GENERAL ELECTRIC ANNOUNCES the 
development of a new ‘sequence-starting’ 
circuit for Fluorescent Lighting Fixtures using 
100-watt lamps, which means: 


1. These potential savings of critical materials 
during the next 6 months: 
500,000 pounds of COPPER! 
70,000 pounds of ALUMINUM! 
1,750,000 pounds of IRON and STEEL! 


2. An increase of 8% in light output! 
3. A reduction in cost of ballasts! 
4. A reduction in cost of fixtures! 
5. A reduction in weight of fixtures! 


i -— new G-E invention makes it possible to 
operate four fluorescent lamps on one spe- 
cially designed ballast... makes this one ballast 
do the work of two. In addition to the tremendous 
savings in vital war materials shown above, the 
new circuit simplifies wiring, gives more light! 
While this new circuit can be used only for 100- 
watt fluorescent lamps on 254, 265 and 277 volt 
circuits, many new war plants have that available, 
and others, converting for war work, can also 
take advantage of this amazing new invention. 


General Electric, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Power Branch Remains 
in WPB Reorganization 


Realignment of internal functioning creates demarcation between 


policy offices and operating divisions — Krug reports 


to new boss, Amory Houghton 


Donald Nelson’s reorganization of the 
War Production Board actually is just 
what he labeled it—a realignment of in- 
ternal functioning to meet the shift in 
the war job from one of tooling up and 
converting plants to one of managing 
the machine which has been created 
(ELectricAL Worip, June 27, 1942, 
page 58). It creates a clear-cut demar- 
cation between the “top-side” policy 
offices and the operating divisions which 
administer the program as strategy— 
military and economic—dictates it must 
be administered. 


Power Branch Retitled 


The power branch under J. A. Krug 
is retitled the power division and re- 
ports to a new boss, Director-General 
of Operations Amory Houghton (chair- 
man of the board of the Corning Glass 
Works), who has been deputy chief of 
the bureau of industry operations. The 
division loses none of its authority to 
handle the war power program within 
the limits of the over-all GHQ policies 
from “topside” by this shift; there will 
be no change in utilities’ relationship 
with WPB through the power division. 

Mr. Houghton, in his new capacity, 
assumes the administrative duties of the 
former directors of the materials, in- 
dustry operations and purchases di- 
Msions, all of which are abolished. The 
purchases division has been absorbed 
Within the military services and the 
other two former divisions are now 
merged under Mr. Houghton. 
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James S. Knowlson, formerly director 
of industry operations, becomes WPB 
vice-chairman on policy determination 
with all his former policy authority and 
more. It is from him that GHQ “grand 
strategy” will be handed down and it 
will be his job, within these over-all 
boundaries, to determine the operational 
policies which will be put into effect 
by the agencies under Mr. Houghton. 

W. L. Batt, who as director of ma- 
terials considered the power branch the 
best in WPB, the ranking 
WPB vice-chairman to sit in for Mr. 
Nelson in the latter’s absence and to 
free the chairman of much of his ad- 
ministrative responsibility. As staff units 
under Nelson-Batt are all the existing 
policy and staff administration offices, 
civilian supply, planning, statistics, legal 
and labor production. 

Two new staff divisions under Mr. 
Houghton will be of interest to utilities, 
the production engineering and facili- 
ties utilization units. These are as- 
signed to help develop new production 
methods and techniques and to see that 
proper and full use is made of existing 
facilities. 


becomes 


Council Files with SEC 


The Council of Electric Operating 
Companies registered last week with 
SEC as a service company setting forth 
the council, as stated in its by-laws, to 
be a voluntary association of electric 
operating companies for the purpose of 
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assisting the various agencies in charge 
of the war effort. 

The first electric association to regis- 
ter was the Edison Electric Institute. 
After it had filed a little over a year ago 
it was informed by letter that member- 
ship in a registered association did not 
bring under SEC jurisdiction members 
that otherwise were not subject to the 
Holding Company Act. 


Used Refrigerator 
Price Evasions 


OPA has rejected appeals from rep- 
resentatives of used mechanical refrig- 
erator dealers for increases in maximum 
prices permitted under Regulation 139. 
At the same time the agency issued a 
warning to dealers on several practices 
which were called attempts to pene- 
trate the ceilings by evasion. 

The warning stated that complaints 
have been received that some dealers are 
charging exorbitant rentals for used 
boxes, while others require that pur- 
chasers “rent” a refrigerator for several 
months before buying it at the ceiling 
price. “Such practices are clear eva- 
sions of the regulation,” it is stated. 
The effect is to sell the machine at 
prices in excess of those allowed. 

Regulation 139 was issued May 5, 
1942, effective May 18. It provides that 
rental rates are governed by the genera! 
price regulation, which means rentals 
are limited to the March level. 

Two other points are covered in the 
warning. OPA states that dealers who 
withdraw units from sale in anticipa- 
tion of a ceiling increase will have to 
absorb the added warehousing costs be- 
cause the price schedule is not going 
up. Also, it is pointed out that only 
styles of boxes not specifically listed in 
the regulation may be priced in ac- 
cordance with Section 1380.212; others 
must be sold at the stated prices. 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 





IMPLEMENTS USED by the late Thomas 
\. Edison recently went into the na- 
tion’s collection of scrap metal for the 
war effort. The inventor’s private store- 
house in the cellar of the main plant of 
Thomas A. Edison, Inc., was opened for 
the first time in more than a decade 
with special permission from his family. 
and several tons of iron and steel were 
turned the industrial 
committee for the Oranges and Maple- 
The collection included old 
drill-press bases. obsolete machinery, 
pipes and other implements. The family 
said the storeroom had been used only 
by Mr. Edison since 1888 and had been 
closed since his death in 1931. 


over to salvage 


wood area. 


ALABAMA’S PuBLic SERVICE COMMISs- 
SION has authorized the Alabama Power 
Co. to provide electric service to air 
raid warning sirens without charge for 


the duration of the war. Cities with 
installations are to bear the cost of 
connection to the power company s 


system. 


ENGINEERS HAVE STARTED exploratory 
drilling of the Folsom Dam site founda- 
tion the American River in Cali- 
fornia, Commissioner John C. Page has 
just informed Secretary of the Interior 
Ickes. The site is being tested in con- 
nection with irrigation, power and flood 
control studies or the proposed Ameri- 
can River project begun in 1939, where 
investigations have developed the pos- 
sibility of an advantageous connection 
with the Central Valley reclamation 
project that might indefinitely defer 
the need for the Delta Cross Channel. 


on 


THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT has just 
ordered further reductions in the use of 
electricity as the fuel shortage became 
more acute. Axis submarine activity in 
the Caribbean has prevented the arrival 


of shipments of petroleum and reserves. 


were being depleted, Cuban authorities 
stated. Public lighting will be reduced 
50 percent. Office buildings and moving 
picture theatres must reduce by 50 per- 
cent the 
lighting 


amount of electricity used for 
and ventilation systems. Radio 
must reduce broadcasting time 
to no more than fourteen hours daily. 
The police have been instructed to have 
lights turned off in dwellings at 11 p.m. 
and all exterior lighting is prohibited. 


stations 


GrorGIA Power Co. has adopted 9.15 

the time for all of its 
Atlanta offices in co-operation with a 
staggered-hour plan for relieving traffic 
adopted by the Atlanta 
Chamber of Commerce. The plan went 
into effect on Monday, July 6, and is to 
be continued for the duration. 


opening 


as 


congestion 
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IN THE ANNUAL REPORT of the Hydro- 
Electric Power Commission of Ontario, 
recently issued, Dr. Thomas H. Hogg, 
chairman and chief engineer, points to 
a coming power shortage in southern 
Ontario. He said it may exceed 300,000 
hp. and will not be less than 150,000 
hp. He warned that the shortage will 
have to be met by conservation and re- 
strictions. Dr. Hogg added that scarcity 
of materials will mean that improve- 
ments not vital to the supply of ade- 
quate service to war industries must be 
postponed. 


J. W. McArer, president of the Union 
Electric St. been ap- 
pointed general chairman of the Greater 
St. Louis War Chest Campaign, which 
will be conducted this fall to provide 
funds for the support of various chari- 
table. war relief and character build- 
ing agencies of the city of St. Louis 
and St. Louis County. 


Co., Louis, has 


I TT 





MORE LIGHT AT LESS COST—Four G. E. 
Mazda 100-watt fluorescent lamps are po- 
sitioned in fixtures soon to be made avail- 
able. The single specially designed ballast 
control unit held by Nela lighting engineer 
J. H. Campbell must be mounted on the 
fixture and be properly connected elec- 
trically. The ballast unit weighs about 17 
pounds. Heretofore two ballasts weighing 
approximately 29 pounds would have been 
required 
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AN UNEXPECTED SHIFT of entering 
students from chemical to electrical en- 
gineering is reported by Professor 
Walter S. Watson, director of admis- 
sions at Cooper Union. Professor Wat- 
son explained that the sharp increas: 
in the demand for electrical specialist- 
both in the armed and in 
civilian capacities accounts for the trend 


services 


in this direction. 


New I.E.S. 
Officers Elected 


R. B. Brown, Jr., illuminating engi- 
neer of the Boston Edison Co., 
elected president of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society at the June meet- 
ing of the Council. Mr. Brown takes ofl- 
fice on October 1. succeeding Willard C. 
Brown of the General Electric Co., the 
present incumbent. 

Other officers elected were as follows: 
Vice-president. S. B. Williams, 
ELectricaAL Worip, McGraw-Hill Pub- 
lishing Co.; general secretary, O. P. 
Cleaver, lighting engineer, Westing- 
house Lamp Division, Bloomfield, N. J.: 
treasurer, A. F. Wakefield, F. W. Wake- 
field Brass Co., Vermilion, Ohio. 

Directors elected for the period end- 
ing Sept. 30, 1945, include A. A. Brain- 
erd. Philadelphia Electric Co., and R. 
W. Staud, Benjamin Electric Mfg. Co.. 
Des Plaines. Ill. Regional vice-presi- 
dents elected include Carl T. Bremicker, 
Northern States Power Co., Minne- 
apolis: G. R. Baumgartner, General 
Electric Co., Nela Park, Cleveland; 
Fred J. Wellhouse. Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Mfg. Co.. San Francisco, Cal. 
and Clarence C. Keller, Holophane Co., 
Inc.. New York. 


Was 


editor 


Contract Let for New Plant 


Contract for excavating the site of the 
(Arkansas Power & Light Company's 
new $3,000,000 electric generating sta- 
tion has been let to S. M. Dixon. War- 
ren, Ark., and work got under way July 
6. As soon as grading of the site is 
completed construction of the reil- 
forced concrete building to house the 
30,000-kw. generator and steam turbine 
will be erected. 


Correction 


K. S. Wyatt was inadvertent!) indi- 
cated as connected with “Kennecott 1 
the report of the discussions 0! the 
ALE.E. (page 62 of Exrcrrical 
Wortp, July 11, 1942). Mr. Wyatt 
engineer of cables, Phelps-Dodze Cop- 
per Products Corp. 
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PDs Not Needed for A-5 


Utility Expansion 


Letter form of application all that is now needed for higher rating — 


For A-6 and lower filing still must be on PD-1A, except 


where material is withdrawn from excess inventory 


\ letter application is now all that is 
required of utilities seeking WPB power 
division approval and priorities aid for 
any extension project or enlargement of 
facilities to serve war loads rated A-5 
or higher. It is no longer necessary nor 
proper to file either PD-200’s or a series 
of PD-1A’s for such jobs. 

This change in procedure, applicable 
to practically all utility construction at 
this time, except generating station ad- 
ditions, is traceable to the language in 
Sections B-1(1I]) and E-2 of the re- 
vised P-46 order. The former gives the 
power division unlimited authority to 
assign the same rating to the utility 
extension that is held by the war job: 
the latter provision specifies the manner 
of filing the letter application and the 
pertinent data required. 


Advisable Procedure 


The letter application — is 
whether material for the extension is to 


proper 


be withdrawn from excess inventory or 
purchased, or both. The power division 
is authorized to act upon the facts pre- 
sented in such an application and the 
“b” paragraph section of P-46 permits 
self-assignment of the necessary ratings 
by the utility. In addition to the in- 
formation required in Section E-2. how- 
ever, it is advisable to give WPB de- 
tailed information, including estimates 
in pounds, of the amounts of critical 
materials needed for the job as was 
formerly called for on the PD-200 ap- 
plications, as well as most of the data 
sought in the old original application 
form outlined by Release T-36 (in effect 
through 1941 and early 1942). In other 
words, the power division still needs to 
know what materials are being used 
even though approval of the applica- 
tion can be issued automatically. 

For all purchases of materials for 
extensions or enlargement planned to 
serve loads which have an A-6 or lower 
rating. utilities still file on PD-1A ap- 
plications. Proper practice remains to 
append a short but complete letter ex- 
plaining what the project is, to supple- 
ment the specific data called for on the 
blank. PD-1A forms are not used, how- 
ever, where material is to be withdrawn 
irem excess inventory for these jobs; in- 
stead, a letter application is used. If 
the extension is to be made partially 
with purchased and partially with in- 
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ventory materials, the PD-1A should be 
filed only for the materials to be pur- 
chased. A letter application for au- 
thority to withdraw from inventory 
should be sent to WPB in a separate 
envelope. marked: Attn: P-46: it is 
proper in the letter to state that addi- 
tional materials have been applied for 
on a PD-1A,. and vice versa. 

PD-200 forms are used today for 
virtually nothing except construction of 
buildings. 


Ross Dam Gets 
Green Light Again 


Seattle city councilmen have _ re- 
ceived word that the city has been 
granted priority for Ross Dam _ con- 
tractors equipment, which assures im- 
mediate construction of the $8.000.000 
addition to the Skagit River develop- 
ment. City Light had been granted a 


priority number ot A-1-C on materials 
for the dam and award of the latest 
rating is all that was needed to go 
ahead. 


Sales from Excess 
Utility Inventories 


Utilities may now sell material from 
their excess inventories to other utili- 
ties that place with them an order carry- 
ing a P-46 rating of A-5 or higher, or 
any other preference rating certificate 
from WPB. This is not a withdrawal 
from inventory as defined by the Sec- 
tion F limitation of P-46, but it is a 
delivery to the purchasing utility if the 
material is acquired for repair or main- 
tenance; it is not a Section F delivery 
if the material is for a construction proj- 
ect. No advance approval from Wash- 
ington is required. 

Authority to make these sales is con- 
veyed by an amendment to P-46 (amend- 
ment No. 2 to the order as amended to 
March 26) issued under the permission 
of Section C-2 (iii) of Priorities Regula- 
tion No. 13. It is to be noted, also. that 
utilities upon whom purchase orders are 
placed are required to make the sale 
if they have the material in excess 
stocks, just as any distributor or manu- 
facturer is required to accept rated or- 
ders placed with him. 





NEW PLANT RISING—As the 9-ft. diameter concrete condensing water intake pipes are 
laid, the new 65,000-kw. steam plant of the Los Angeles Bureau of Power and Light 


takes shape in the background. 


The station is scheduled for operation in November 


to supply additional power to the war industries in southern California 
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Associated Gas 


Registered Gains in 1941 


Trustees’ report states improvement in general position of corporation, 
but notes difficulties arising from higher costs and taxes— 
Refunding. added capacity, other activities listed 


Conservation and administration of 
the assets of the Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric Corp. have become increasingly 
dificult, say Denis J. Driscoll and 
Willard L. Thorp in their report for 
1941 as trustees of the corporation. 
The report recites the record of work 
done since their appointment as trustees, 
describing refundings to the tune of 
$150,000.000, addition of over 90.000 
kw. of generating capacity and con- 
clusion of more than 140 formal pro- 
ceedings before regulatory bodies. 

The trustees promise no early termi- 
nation of the receivership, no swift 
resolution of the “complicated puzzle” 
of the billion-dollar holding company 
erected by H. C. Hopson. 


Activities Listed 


Summary of specific matters in the 
report: 

Separate deals for the sale of proper- 
ties closed or placed under contract or 
agreement to sell numbered 27. 

Approximately $150,000,000 of se- 
curity issues were sold, mostly refund- 
ings at lower interest rates to save cur- 
rent charges, but also some refundings 
to provide additional capital for con- 
struction and other purposes. The an- 
nual savings in interest and dividends 
were more than $1,450,000 on a system 
basis. These figures do not include $43.- 
500,000 of bonds and notes issued by 
Jersey Central Power & Light Com- 
pany in which the system has a 90% 
direct and indirect interest but which 
the Trustees do not control. 

Many bank loans were refunded. The 
aggregate of all was $4,650,000 at De- 
cember 31, 1941, nearly $10,000,000 less 
than at the beginning of the trusteeship. 
Interest. charges on bank loans were 
about $550,000 less. 

Subsidiary corporations numbering 31 
were eliminated. 

Covering the years from 1934 through 
1940, 296 federal tax cases were settled, 
and only 42 cases left pending. When 
the trustees were appointed, 24 cases 
were pending before the Board of Tax 


Appeals. There are only four cases 
now before that body. 
When the trustees assumed office, 


there were 20 active rate cases involv- 
ing system companies. There was only 
one formal rate proceeding at the be- 
ginning of 1942. 
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The increased basic strength of the 
system is noted in the 
several aspects: 


report from 

Consolidated cash position has moved 
as follows: 1939, $11,180,000; 1940, 
$18,500,000; 1941, $21,120,000. 

Electric generating capacity has in- 
creased as follows: 1939, 1.319.307 kw.: 
1949, 1,331,913 kw.; 1941, 1.408.448 kw. 
A bout 245.500 kw. additional capacity is 
scheduled for 1942 and 1943. 

Gross construction expenditures for 
plant. transmission lines and other fa- 
cilities, were: 1939, $24.044.000; 1940, 
$33.918,000; 1941, $39,000.000. 

Other matters discussed in the report 
include: 

Settlement of system claims against 
Howard C. Hopson and cthers. 

Settlement of all federal tax claims 
for the years 1927-1933. 

Improvement of capital structures and 
accounts of subsidiaries by elimination 
or reduction of open account or other 


indebtedness of subsidiaries to their 








STARTS EMPLOYEE FINGERPRINTING— 
In compliance with the new government 
order, Georgia Power Co. recently started 
the fingerprinting of employees. Among 
the first victims was President P. S. Ark- 
wright, shown pressing his inked fingers 
on the official FBI card, as Earl Hatfield. 
company safety engineer, assisis in get- 
ting the presidential digits in the proper 
locations 
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parents, capital contributions of cash 
or its equivalent, eliminations or reduc- 
tion of earned surplus deficits, elimina- 
tion or reduction of inter-company hold- 
ings of system securities, accounting 
reorganizations, more adequate provis- 
ions for depreciation, and in other ways. 

The combination of system companies 
in western Pennsylvania to form a 
virtually complete integrated system. 

Developments in plans to correct the 
unwieldy capital structure of General 
Gas & Electric Corp. 

The financial results of the year were 
previously published in the trustees’ 
ninth quarterly report in February on 
the basis of unaudited figures, and the 
audited figures in the present report, 
although much more detailed, are virtu- 
ally identical with those in the February 
report. In brief, despite the loss of in- 
come from the Philippine subsidiaries 
because of the invasion of these Islands 
by the Japanese, a net increase in taxes 
of $2.500,000, and an increase of $1.- 
600,000 in depreciation and mainte- 
nance, the 1941 Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric Corp. consolidated net income of 
$10,514,171 was less than 1940 by $1.- 
427,805, or 12 percent. The trustees 
emphasize that a large part of this 
income cannot be realized by Associated 
Gas & Electric Corp. because of legal 
and other restrictions which prevent 
its subsidiaries from declaring divi- 
dends or from distributing their earn- 
ings to the top parent company in other 
ways. 


15,000,000 Kw. More 
Needed by Navy 


The new “seven-ocean” naval legisla- 
tion, signed this week by President 
Roosevelt, assures that the Navy’s pres- 
ently heavy demands for turbine and 
boiler equipment will continue unabated 
through 1946, and probably even will 
increase by a considerable degree. 

It is contemplated that the airplane 
carrier section of the new warship build- 
ing authorization will be got under way 
at once, with the cruiser and destroyer 
programs being started early next year. 
The naval affairs committee told the 
House the last keel in the 1,900,000-ton 
authorization would be laid by Decem- 
ber of next year, the last ship com 
pletely outfitted in 1946—the year in 
which the two-ocean building program 
originally was to have been finished. 

The categories of ships to be built 
under this new program are those which 
use the largest proportion of turbine ¢a- 
pacity in relation to tonnage. Exact re- 
quirements for the new ships are no! 
public information, of course, but pre 
war carriers usually required from 120. 
000 to 150,000 kw. of generating ¢@ 
1942 
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VETERANS HONORED—New England Power Association 3$-year 
service pins were conferred upon S. C. Moore, president Narra- 
gansett Electric; A. E. Pope, president of system wholesale com- 
panies; F. J. Buckley. vice-president New England Power Service: 
Cc. R. Oliver and W. R. Bell, vice-presidents system wholesale 
companies; R. E. Nock, vice-president Narragansett Electric, and 
C. A. Booker, transmission line engineer (in absentia), at a 


recent Boston gathering. 


Eighty-two employees, some of them dating their connections 





back a third of a century to the organization of the hydro-electric 
system which formed the original enterprise, relaxed for an hour 
or so from war problems to review experiences. L. to r., seated, 
W. W. Brooks, W. R. Bell, Wm. Webster. S. C. Moore, C. S. Herr- 
mann (N.E.P.A. chairman and toastmaster), A. E. Pope, I. L. Moore 
(N.E.P.A. president), A. R. Williams. Standing, L. to r., E. A. Dow, 
F. J. Dunn, T. G. Dignan, F. J. Buckley, J. B. Casey, C. R. Oliver. 


W. C. Coburn, Philip Young (co-founder of system), Harry Hanson. 


L. A. Wheeler 





pacity, roughly the same as a battleship 
which might be nearly twice the ton- 
nage. Similarly, a 10,000-ton cruiser 
normally has about a 100,000-kw. power 
plant. 

Thus it becomes obvious that the new 
program, which calls for 1,000,000 tons 
of carriers and cruisers in equal propor- 
tion, and 900,000 tons of destroyers 
(40,000 kw. each) and escort vessels, 
will require in excess of 15.000.000 kw. 
of marine power plant equipment over 
the next 50 months in addition to that 
already scheduled. 


Permit Iron Wire In 
Line Construction 


The California State Railroad Com- 
mission has issued a ruling permitting 
restricted use of iron wire in power line 
construction to conform with orders of 
the War Production Board. 

In light loading districts except for 
coastal areas where corrosion is exces- 
sive and except for crossings of power 
lines of more than 5,000 volts over major 
railroads, use of No. 8 galvanized iron 
or steel conductors of strength not less 
than BB grade will be permitted under 
the following provisions: (1) that such 
permission will automatically 
when there shall be no restrictions on 
the use of copper or aluminum; (2) 
that complete records be made and kept 
of locations where such conductors are 
installed; (3) that galvanized iron or 
steel conductors shall not be joined un- 
der tension (in spans) to conductors of 
other metals; (4) that conductor splices 
shall be preferably of the rolled sleeve 
type; (5) that conductor tension shall 
hot exceed 40 percent of the ultimate 


cease 
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strength of the conductor; (6) that 
conductor span lengths shall not exceed 
300 ft., and (7) that no deviation from 
the orders covering inductive interfer- 
ence is authorized. 


Westerly Steam Plant 
Building Postponed 


Because of objections of property 
owners at Westerly, R. 1. to the con- 
struction of a 20,000-kw. steam plant in 
that area by the Narragansett Electric 
Co., a New England Power Association 
subsidiary, it has become necessary to 
defer work on this project and to con- 
sider other plans for protecting the elec- 
trical requirements of that district. 

President Samuel C. Moore of the 
Narragansett company states that in 
September, 1941, the company applied 
for a permit to build a steam plant cost- 
ing approximately $2,500,000 adjacent 
to the Pawcatuck River and midway be- 
tween Westerly and Watch Hill. It was 
considered advisable to disperse a por- 
tion of Rhode Island’s available gener- 
ating capacity as a safeguard in event 
of coastal attacks, to provide available 
and nearby electrical service to the ex- 
panding industries of Westerly and 
vicinity, and to serve as a detached 
backup for the Quonset Naval Air Sta- 
tion. The Westerly zoning board granted 
the permit last October, and had it then 
been possible to proceed, Narragansett 
had planned to have the initial unit in 
operation before reaching the peak load 
this coming fall and winter. 

Mr. Moore pointed out that subse- 
quent appeal from the zoning board’s 
action required holding all work in 
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abeyance until June, when the Rhode 
Island Supreme Court upheld the com- 
pany. Under war priority conditions now 
existing it has become impossible to 
meet the necessity for supplemental 
service for next winter by this means. 
Plans are being considered for outside 
interconnections to provide for terri- 
torial protection and for the rapidly 
growing wartime activities of the area. 
The design for the station provided for 
two 10,000-kw., 650-psi., 825-deg. F. 
units with boilers and auxiliaries. 


Pennsylvania Electric 
Seeks to Absorb Clarion 


In a recent application to the SEC 
the Pennsylvania Electric Co., a sub- 
sidiary of Associated Electric Co., pe- 
titioned to absorb the Clarion River 
Power Co., a Pennsylvania subsidiary, 
in consideration of a credit in the 
amount of $5,184,075 on the open ac- 
count indebtedness of Clarion owing to 
Pennsylvania. 

The commission set August 13 for 
a hearing on the proposal. 


Will Seek Higher Rates 


Rochester Gas & Electric Corp. has 
announced that it intends to ask the 
New York Public Service Commission 
for an increase in electric and gas rates 
to offset certain local taxes. Recently, 
City Council voted to continue a 1 per- 
cent tax on the company’s gross earn- 
ings. This tax, in effect since 1937, had 
been used for emergency relief pur- 
poses, but now will be used for general 
city purposes. 
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Utilities Pushing “Gas’ 
and Rubber Conservation 


Postcard meter readings and abolition of free service calls to residence 


customers to cut down truck mileage are methods being 


widely used to save critical materials 


Reports filtering in from various sec- 
tions of the country would seem to in- 
dicate that the electric utilities are 
tackling the conservation and salvage 
problems with determined thorough- 
ness. Postcard meter readings, the 
abolition of free service calls and the 
combing of properties for everything 
useful in the way of critical metals and 
rubber are being undertaken as means 
of helping along the war effort. 


Meter Reading Methods 


Most widespread method of saving 
automobile tires and gasoline is the 
postcard method of customer meter 
reading with quarterly check-ups by 
the power company. Many companies 
had given this method a trial in rural 
districts where the distances to be tra- 
versed made possible considerable sav- 
ings. As the plan proved practicable, 
companies have extended it to include 
semi-rural and urban communities and. 
in some cases, the entire system. The 


START NEW ARKANSAS PLANT—Declaring that the project represents an abiding 
confidence in the future of the state, C. S. Lynch, executive vice-president, broke ground 
recently for the new $3,000,000 plant of Arkansas Power & Light Co. The plant will 
have 30,000 kw. capacity. Above, Mr. Lynch points to one of the foundation test pits on 
the site. Left to right: George Hewitt, hydraulics engineer who made the tests: Mr. Lynch, 
Dudley O. Talbot, Stamps business leader; Q. C. Shores, administrative assistant of the 


methods employed vary with individual 
companies, as some examples will show: 

The 10,000 rural customers of East 
Tennessee Light & Power Co. have been 
called upon by the company to read 
their own meters, subject to a quar- 
terly check by company metermen. If 
customers fail to return the meter card, 
according to Charles E. Ide, president, 
they receive a bill based on one-third 
of their actual consumption during the 
previous three months. Such adjust- 
ments as may be necessary will be 
made on the quarterly bill. 

Savannah Electric & Power Co. has 
asked its rural customers to read their 
own electric meters for two months in 
each quarter. On the third month, ac- 
cording to Charles H. Schwaner, treas- 
urer, the meter will be read in the usual 
way. Failure to return the card will re- 
sult in the one-third method of billing. 

Ohio Edison is using the bi-monthly 
meter reading method in its Youngs- 
town and Akron divisions to cut gas and 
rubber consumption in half. Under its 


™ 
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utility, and A. A. Edewaard. resident engineer for the project 
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system half the residence meters will 
be read beginning in July and the othe: 
half in August. Those read in July wil! 
be read next in September and the 
August meters again in October, etc. 
Customers will continue to receive a 
monthly bill, however, the odd month 
figure being based on previous use. 

Appalachian Electric Power’s 9,000 
rural customers will switch to the post- 
card method soon, according to J. P. 
Gillis, district manager at Bluefield, 
W. Va., and if the cards are not re- 
turned promptly will be billed on the 
basis of previous use. The company 
has also acquired a considerable num- 
ber of bicycles to be used by meter 
readers and collectors. 

TVA’s 2.200 direct service customers 
in Lauderdale County, Alabama, are 
now reading their own meters, says F. F. 
Beauchamp, division manager. At Dan- 
ville, Va., rural users of city power 
have been put on the postcard method 
with check-ups by the city every three 
months. 

Rural consumers in Ontario are 
adopting the postcard method, a report 
from the Hydro-Electric Commission in- 
dicates. The cooperative conservation 
plan will save an estimated 300,000 
miles of truck operation and 20,000 gal- 
lons of gas. The commission has also 
taken delivery of 80 bicycles to replace 
trucks used by meter readers. 


Charging for Service Calls 


Service calls for the purpose of 
changing fuses, open switches, etc., in 
customers’ homes have been a costly 
expense to power companies and have 
resulted in much wasted rubber and 
gasoline. Minimum charges for these 
services, in an effort to discourage un- 
necessary calls, have been adopted by 
a number of companies. 

Florida Power Corp., for instance, 
calls for a minimum charge of $1 on 
all trouble calls caused by defects in 
customers’ equipment. Georgia Power 
makes the customer ante up 75 cents for 
similar calls, which resulted in 40,000 
trips for blown fuses alone last year. 
East Tennessee Light & Power is group- 
ing service calls by districts, excep! 
for those of emergency character, the 
districts to be worked every 24 hours. 
Hartford Electric Light Co. reported 
in an ad to its customers that its fleet 
of 100 cars traveled 1,000,000 miles to 
handle service calls and asked for C0- 
operation on unnecessary trips. 

On the ground that it will save tires 
and gasoline vital to the war effort. the 
Massachusetts commission has author- 
ized all gas and electric companies dis- 
tributing and selling gas and electricity 
to make a trial of bi-monthly billing and 
meter reading and, where desired by 
them, to estimate the consumption for 
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purposes of intermediate monthly bill- 
ing. Informal conferences between the 
board and the Boston Edison and New 
England Power groups led to the pro- 
posal. Where intermediate billing is to 
be done on a non-meter reading basis. 
the estimated consumption is to be de- 
termined on the basis of the previous 
year’s use. The subsequent month’s con- 
sumption would be based on an actual 
reading and would ordinarily correct 
any possible error made in the esti- 
mated consumption of the 
month. 


previous 


Court Action Halts 
San Antonio Sale 


San Antonio Public Service Co. and 
the city of San Antonio, Tex., were 
restrained on July 14 by a temporary 
court order against further steps to- 
ward the condemnation or purchase 
by the city of the company’s electrical 
properties. 

The order was granted on applica- 
tion of the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority, also negotiating for the pur- 
chase of the electrical system. The 
\uthority contends its rights to acquire 
the properties are superior to those 
of the city by constitutional mandate. 

Bonds for purchase of the property 
were proposed to be issued by both 
the city and the Guadalupe-Blanco 
Authority and the latter has filed a 
mandamus suit in the State Supreme 
Court to force the Attorney General 
to approve its issue. 

\rrangements for the sale of the 
utility properties to the city were en- 
tered into last Monday when officials 
of the city and representatives of the 
utility signed a contract under the 
terms of which the utility would be 
transferred from private to public own- 
ership at an over-all price of approxi- 
mately $34,600,000. 

San Antonio Public Service is a 
subsidiary of American Light & Trac- 
tion Co., which, in turn, is a sub- 
holding unit in the United Light & 
Power System. United Light & Power 
is currently undergoing dissolution in 
conformance with the “death sentence” 
provision of the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act. 


Coulee Line Emergized 


Officials of the Bonneville Power As- 
sociation announced recently that the 
Midway-Coulee 230,000-volt line No. 2 
has been energized and is in operation. 
The second section of this line, which 
will connect Bonneville’s Midway sub- 
station and the Bonneville dam, is under 
construction. 
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PEDALING METER READER—Henry An- 
drews. Brunswick meter reader for the 
Georgia Power Co., pedals his way around 
St. Simons and Sea Island to save truck 
tires and gas. The area from the Sea Island 
golf course to Fort Frederica is sparsely 
spread with meters, so Henry's bike is 
saving many a mile for a truck each month 





United Light Files 
Dissolution Plan 


United Light & Power Co. has filed 
a plan with the SEC for its own dis- 
solution, in compliance with the “death 
sentence” provisions of the Holding 
Company Act, by giving its preferred 
and common stock holders its common 
stock holdings in United Light & Rail- 
ways Co. and contributing to that com- 
pany all other assets remaining after 
payment of current liabilities and ex- 
penses. The commission set August 4 
for a hearing. 

Under the proposed plan the ex- 
change of securities is to be effected 
by giving each share of United Light & 
Power $6 dividend preferred stock, six 
shares of United Light & Railways com- 
mon, and each share of United Light & 
Power class A and class B common 
stock one-tenth of a share of United 
Light & Railways common. On that 
basis the new common stock of United 
Light & Railways will be divided among 
United Light & Power stockholders in 
the proportion of 91.20 percent to the 
preferred-stock holders, 6.13 percent to 
class A common-stock holders and, 2.67 
percent to class B holders. 

To facilitate the exchange the author- 
ized common stock of the United Light 
& Railways, now consisting of 1,000.- 
000 shares of $35 par value, will be in- 
creased to 4.000.000 shares of common 
stock of $6 par value. The outstand- 


ing 708,520 shares of common. stock 
of United Light & Railways, all owned 
by United Light & Power, will be ex- 
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changed for 3.947.677 shares of new 
common. 

Through the plan capital of United 
Light & Railways will be reduced by 
$1,112.138 by cutting the amount of 
capital represented by the outstanding 
common stock from $24,798,200 to $23.- 
686.062, the amount of the reduction to 
be credited to surplus. 


Keystone Dissolution 
Hearing Set by SEC 


The SEC has ordered hearings re- 
sumed on July 24 on a proposal by the 
trustees of the Associated Gas & Electric 
Co. looking toward dissolution of the 
Keystone Public Service Co. (ELEctTRI- 
caAL Worip, May 30, page 134) under 
the provisions of the Holding Company 
Act. The proposal involves the Associ- 
ated Electric Co., the NY PA NJ Utili- 
ties Co., the Keystone Public Service 
Co. and the Penelec Water Co. 

Under the plan NY PA NJ Utilities 
proposes to exchange its present hold- 
ings of 1,572 shares of $2.80 cumulative 
preferred stock, no-par value, and 115.- 
000 shares of common, $1 par value; of 
Keystone Public Service Co. with Asso- 
ciated Electric Co. for $1,832,500 face 
amount of the Metropolitan Edison 
Corp. secured consolidated refunding 
gold bonds, 6 percent series, due 1961, 
now held by Associated. Associated pro- 
poses to deliver the bonds to an insur- 
ance company. NY PA NJ Utilties wil! 
obtain the release of 1,408 shares of 
$2.81 preferred and 118,000 common 
shares of Keystone now pledged as col- 
lateral with the Pennsylvania company. 

Associated would acquire for $727.- 
600 cash plus interest Keystone’s NY 
PA NJ 5 percent debentures amounting 
to $856.000 and also would take over 
Keystone’s investment in Citizen’s Tran- 
sit Co. for $50,670.87 Associated pro- 
poses further to donate to Keystone, as 
a capital contribution, 1,572 shares of 
Keystone preferred stock which, in turn 
would sell for the redemption price of 
$52.50 a share, 10,367 shares of its out- 
standing preferred stock. 

Pennsylvania Electric, an Associated 
Electric subsidiary, plans to ‘aequire 
Keystone’s; assets and assume its liabili- 
ties for a cash consideration yet to be 
determined. Pennsylvania also proposes 
to issue and sell privately $500,000 face 
amount of notes maturing serially to 
help redeem Keystone’s preferred stock. 
Keystone’s net cash proceeds would then 
be turned over to Pennsylvania Electric 
and the company then dissolved. 

Pennsylvania Electric also plans to 
acquire the Penelec property used to 
supply water to the Seward generating 
plant of Pennsylvania Electric for 
$311,308. 
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New England Power 
Buys Palmer Hydro 


New England Power Co. has been 
authorized by the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Public Utilities to purchase 
the so-called Three Rivers Hydro-elec- 
tric generating plant of the Palmer 
Mills, Inc., including a dam about 190 
ft. long, station housing 4,000 kva. in 
Westinghouse 2,400-volt units, auxiliary 
equipment and a 3,000-kva. outdoor sub- 
station connected by 22-kv. line to the 
New England Power System. The plant 
is located on the Chicopee River in 
Palmer, and has four main horizontal 
turbines operating under 27-ft. head, 
with direct-driven 60-cycle generators. 
These units were installed in 1910 and 
1918, and some modernization work has 
been done on the plant. Hercules twin 
type horizontal type water wheels are 
used, three 1,000-kva. G.E. transformers 
are located in the outdoor substation. 

The hydro-electric plant was formerly 
utilized in textile manufacture, but has 
lately been supplying energy to the 
power company. The holders of the mill 
property and the power company agreed 
upon a price of $95,500 for the develop- 
ment. At the hearing July 1 it was 
brought out by New England Power that 
the replacement cost would exceed 
$500,000. The energy from the plant 
will serve as emergency standby or 
back-up power for the Palmer area, now 
principally supplied by the New Eng- 
land system. Important uses of power 
for war industry purposes are involved, 
and the board found the transaction to 
be within the public interest. There was 
no opposition to the acquisition of the 
plant by the utility. 


Stay Granted on Sale 
of Hetch Hetchy Power 


A federal court injunction forbidding 


the sale of Hetch Hetchy power to the: 


Pacific Gas & Electric Co. after June 
30 received a new stay of execution 
recently by San Francisco federal dis- 
trict judge Michael J. Roche. The new 
extension will run until July 1, 1943. 

The city asked for the new stay to 
permit it to sell its power to the Alumi- 
num reduction plant, financed by the 
Defense Plant Corp., in Riverbank, near 
Modesto. 


FPC Authorizes License 
to “Hawks Nest” Hydro 


The Federal Power Commission an- 
nounced recently that it had author- 
ized the issuance of a major license to 
the Electro Metallurgical Co., Glen 
Ferris, West Va., covering its existing 
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“Hawks Nest” hydro-electric project 
on the New River in Fayette County, 
West Virginia. 

Construction of the project was be- 
gun in March, 1930, operation began in 
July, 1936, and the development has a 
present installed capacity of 140,000 
hp. Ultimate capacity is given as 175,- 


000 hp. 


PUD Signs Contract 
With Bonneville 


Following the signing of a contract 
with the Puget Sound Power & Light 
Co. recently (ELEctricAL Worip, May 
23, page 7), the Whatcom County PUD 
No. 1 (Washington) has signed a con- 
tract with the Bonneville Power ad- 
ministration, providing for the delivery 
of Columbia River power after the con- 
tract with the utility company has ter- 
minated. According to Administrator 
Paul J. Raver, the new contract has 20 
years to run and starts not later than 
January 1, 1946, and is subject to the 
district’s acquiring a power distribu- 
tion system. 

Under the terms of the contract 
Bonneville will make available 16,500 
kw. to the PUD and up to 22,000 kw. 
on written notice. Ultimately, permanent 
service to the Whatcom PUD will be 
through a Bonneville line from the city 
of Seattle system near Trafton to Bel- 
lingham, Wash. 


MEETINGS 


Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New 


York State—Annual conference, 
N. Y., September 16-18. H. E. 
tary, 17 Whaley St., Freeport, N 


Lake Placid, 
Pearsall, secre- 


Previously Listed 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Pacific 
Coast convention, Hotel Vancouver, Vancouver 
B. C., September 9-I1. H. H. Henline, nationa 
secretary, 33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association — Annual meet- 
ing, Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa., 
September ||. A, B. Millar, managing director, 
State Street Bldg., Harrisburg, Pa. 

International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Northwestern Section, Portland Hotel, Port- 
land, Ore., September 17-18, F. D. Weber, sec- 
retary, P. O. Box 70, Portland, Ore. Southwest- 
ern Section, Fresno, Calif., September 21-23. 
H. L. Gerber, secretary, Room 205, City Hall, 
San Francisco, Calif. Western Section, Book- 
Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich., October 5-7, 
F. H. Moore, secretary, 320 N. Meridian St., 
Indianapolis, Ind., Eastern Section, Taft Hotel, 
New Haven, Conn., October 12-14, F. N. M. 
Squires, secretary, 85 John St., New York, 
N. Y. Southern Section, John Marshall Hotel, 
Richmond, Va., October 19-21, C. M. Jones, 
secretary, 307 Trust Company of Georgia Bldg., 
Atlanta, Ga. 


INuminating Engineering Society—Annual conven- 
tion, Hotel Jefferson, St. Louis, Mo., Septem- 
ber 21-22. Frank G. Horton, executive secre- 
tary, 51 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y, 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Techni- 
cal conference, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., September 22-24. Brent Wiley, managing 
director, Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Indiana Electric Association — Business meeting, 
Indiana War Memorial Bldg., Indianapolis, 
Ind., September 24-25. R. E. Blossom, secretary, 
1414 Circle-Tower, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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OK 43-Mile Kentucky 
Transmission Line 


An application of Kentucky Utilities 
Co., Lexington, for construction of a 
43.5-mile transmission line of 69,000- 
volt capacity between Owensboro and 
Earlington, Ky., has been approved by 
the Public Service Commission. Esti- 
mated cost of the line is $208,712, in- 
cluding $40,998 for rights-of-way, 
$160,495 for material and construction 
and $7,218 for a circuit breaker at 
Earlington. 

The company plans to buy and trans- 
mit over the line 7,500 kw. of current 
from a city-owned plant at Owensboro 
to replace power bought from the IlIli- 
nois Central R.R. at Paducah. K.U. 
had been getting 5,200 kw. from LC., 
but reports two new projects in western 
Kentucky that will require power—the 
Kentucky Ordnance Plant at Paducah 
(10,000 kw.) and Camp Breckenridge, 
near Morganfield (3,500 kw.). The 
municipal plant at Owensboro has a 
capacity of 15,000 kw. and maximum 
present load of but 6,000 kw. 


Minnesota P. & L. Checks 
on Appliance Use 


To help its customers keep their elec- 
trical appliances in good operating 
order during the emergency, Minnesota 
Power & Light Co. is employing 20 
men formerly in the sales and lighting 
divisions to call on customers in meter- 
route sequence. In each home the ap- 
pliances, lighting and other electrical 
facilities will be checked and, if repairs 
are indicated, the customer will be sup- 
plied with the names of dealers 
equipped to render service. Repair 
service facilities have been surveyed 
and the shops cooperating in the pro- 
gram are listed by the utility. 


Correction 


A news article in the July 4 issue 
erroneously announced that Arkansas 
Power & Light Co. had acquired the 
properties of the Memphis Generating 
Co. Actually, no change in ownership 
has taken place with respect to the 
property. National Power & Light Co., 
the parent company, still owns all the 
securities of the Memphis Generating 
Co. The interest of Arkansas Power & 
Light Co. in the Memphis steam gener 
ating station arises from agreements 
entered into at the time of the formation 
of Memphis Generating Co. in 1939. 
Under these agreements, Arkansas 
Power & Light, on June 27, 1942, be- 
came entitled to direct the operations of 
the station without any change in OWMD- 
ership. 
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IN PICTURES 


GRAND COULEE SPILLS OVER—These two Bureau of Reclamation pictures of the Grand 

Coulee Dam overflow and the stringing of new lines to carry the power to the war 

industries of the Pacific Northwest are symbolic of the recent power activity in the area 

which is creating a new industrial empire; the big plant now has an installed capacity 

of 324.000 kw. and is expected to produce 1,122,000 kw. by 1944 or 1945; more than 
6,000 tons of water plunge over the spillway every second 
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FLUORESCENT FOURSOME—tThe foursome above are constantly studying substitute materials to be used in fluorescent lamp fixtures 
(G.E.) engineering department. Left to right—E. H. Robinson, George Baumgartner, Dr. Ward Harrison, director of the department, anc 
president of the I.E.S. Materials under consideration are laminated paper, hard board, pressed wood, plastics and asbestos 
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TEXAS U. REUNION—Class of ‘15, University of Texas, held an impromptu reunion recently at the A.I.E.E. convention in Chicago. Left to right 


R. W. Warner, dean electrical engineering, Texas University: J. M. Bryant, formerly U. of T. and now at University of Minnesota; Elgin B. Robertson, 
sales engineer, Dallas; Ralph 


Randall, G.E., Oklahoma City; 
W. J. Miller, U. of Alabama, 
and O. S. Hockaday, Texas 
Electric Service Co., Ft. Worth 


> 
CAR MATS FOR’ RUBBER 
SCRAP—Edward J. Doyle, pres- 
ident Commonwealth Edison 
Co., Chicago (right), helps strip 
1,200 lb. of rubber mats from 
luggage compartments of 350 
company cars as a contribution 
to the scrap rubber drive. Mats 
are being weighed in by C. M. 
Hayes, president Chicago Motor 
Club and chief of the scrap 
tubber drive in the Windy City. 
To July 1 the utility had con- 
tributed 56.500 lb. to the drive 


NAVY “E” FOR WORTHING- 
TON—Rear Admiral Henry A. 
Wiley, left, USN, retired, chair- 
man of the Navy Board of Pro- 
duction Award, congratulates 
Henry C. Beaver president Worthington Pump & Ma- 
chinery Corp., on the occasion of the recent presentation 
of the prized Navy “E” award to the workers of the 
Harrison, N. J., plant of the company 


POWER FOR VICTORY—This Boston Edison float symbolized the importance of the 
company’s generating plants in war industry service during a patriotic parade in the Hub. 
Note giant switch on center panel 
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to increased system stability 


In our continuing effort to help you main- 
tain and improve the already high quality 
and dependability of electrical power, we've 
developed a new way of analyzing prime 
mover governor performance. 

Fact-gathering instruments simultaneously 
measure frequency, and also movements and 
oil pressures in the governing system which 
are related to frequency and load. One of 
these instruments reports valve travel—as 
little as a few thousandths of an inch, as 
much as several inches. Others report 
values of, and minute changes in oil pres- 
sures. All of these reports are transmitted 


A COMPLETE STEAM LINE INCLUDING TURBINE-GENER- 

ATORS * CONDENSERS + FEEDWATER HEATERS ° AIR 

EJECTORS * EVAPORATORS * HEAT EXCHANGERS * 

MECHANICAL DRIVE TURBINES * CIRCULATING AND 
CONDENSATE PUMPS 
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electrically to an oscillograph where they 
are simultaneously recorded. Similarly re- 
corded data for each unit show the true per- 
formance of each governor. 

An analysis of all these facts will disclose 
the best way to co-ordinate the operation of 
your units to secure greatest stability of your 
power system—to help each of your turbines 
handle its loads most satisfactorily. 

New methods, new tools, new ideas to 
help you get the best—and most—out of 
generating equipment will continue to come 
out of the Westinghouse research laboratories 
“for the duration’’ and beyond. J-50423 
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July 4 Made Small 
Dent in Output 


The drop and recovery in energy 
output of the electric utility industry 
as reported by the Edison Electric In- 
stitute, characteristic of the period in- 
cluding July 4, made a much smaller 
dent in the output curve this year. 
This small dip is convincing evidence 
that the nation worked on the holiday 
as it had been exhorted to do. The 
figure of 3,428,916,000 kw.-hr. output 
for the week ended July 11 is 7.9 
percent above that for the comparable 
week last year, back again in line 
with the ratio of established increase 
which was interrupted by the spectac- 
ular rise of 17.9 percent for the week 


ended July 4. 

In the regional comparisons the 
Southern States and the Pacific Coast 
are still way out ahead in rates of 
increase of energy output, as they 
have been in recent years. 

Weekly Output. Millions Kw.-Hr. 

1942 1941 1940 
July tt 3,429 July 12 3,178 July 13 2,652 
July 4 3,424 July 5 2,904 July 6 2,425 
June 27 3,457 June 28 3,157 June 29 2,660 
June 20 3,434 June 21 3,091 June 22 2,654 
June 13 3,463 June 14 3,101 June 15 2,665 
June 6 3,372 June 7 3,076 June 8 2,599 
May 30 3,323 May 3! 2,955 June | 2,478 
May 23 3,379 May 24 3,040 May 25 2,588 
May 16 3,357 May !7 3,0ll May 1/8 2,550 
May 9% 3,365 May |!0 3,003 May I! 2,515 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 


pene 


July Il 


July 4 June 27 
New England + 3.3 +17.3 + 3.2 
Mid-Atlantic +- 3.6 +12.7 + 4.8 
Central Industrial + 4.1 +-15.1 + 43 
West Central 1. 2.9 +-13.3 + 4.3 
Southern States +14.6 +-25.5 +-19.9 
Rocky Mountain + 4.8 +-10.4 + 4.8 
Pacific Coast +-18.5 +-25.7 +20.7 


+ 7.9 





Total United States + 9.5 


SEC Issues New 
Depreciation Study 


A ten-year report covering deprecia- 
tion statistics of 168 gas and electric 
holding companies and subsidiaries has 
been issued by the public utilities divi- 
sion of the SEC. The report shows that 
in the case of 149 of the companies 
studied, depreciation deducted for in- 
come tax purposes exceeded book de- 
preciation by $627,052,000 for the years 
1930 to 1940. 

In the case of the remaining 19 com- 
panies book depreciation was the same 
as, or exceeded, income tax deprecia- 
tion by an aggregate amount of $8,108,- 
000. The net excess of income tax de- 
Preciation over book depreciation for 
the 168 companies was $618,944,000, 


which was 53 percent of the aggregate 
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amount of $1,153,960,000 which these 
companies charged as depreciation or 
retirement expense on their books. The 
study shows, however, that the majority 
of the companies have substantially 
narrowed the difference between the two 
sets of depreciation figures since 1937. 

In addition to the ten-year study, the 
report includes a tabulation showing 
the common stock dividends paid by 218 
operating utility companies for the year 
1940 in relation to net income available 
for such dividends after adjustment for 
the excess of income tax depreciation 
over book depreciation. The report also 
summarizes the depreciation rules and 
regulations of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and shows, for each company 
included in the ten-year study, the 
amount of depreciable fixed capital rec 
ognized by the bureau for determining 
depreciation for income tax purposes. 
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Shawinigan W. & P. Co. 
Adds Two New Units 


To meet the urgent need for addi- 
tional generating capacity in the St. 
Maurice Valley, it was announced re- 
cently by James Wilson, president of 
the Shawinigan Water & Power Co., 
that, following conferences with H. J. 
Symington, federal power controller, 
the Shawinigan company would pro- 
ceed immediately to install a fifth 
40,000-hp. unit in the Rapide Blane 
plant and the St. Maurice Power Corp. 
would also start installation of a fifth 
14,500-hp. unit in the recently com- 
pleted plant at La Tuque. 

The Co., 
Ltd., will have charge of the design 
and installation of the two units, which 
will cost about $1,000,000 each. 


Shawinigan Engineering 
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S. H. Mortensen Promoted 
by Allis-Chalmers Co. 


S. H. Mortensen, engineer-in-charge 
of a.c. design for ten years, has been 
appointed chief electrical engineer of 
the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
plants at West Allis, Cincinnati, Bos- 
ton and Pittsburgh. 

Starting at the Allis-Chalmers Nor- 
wood works in 1905, Mr. Mortensen 
transferred to Milwaukee as an elec- 
trical draftsman three years later. There 





he successively became design engineer 
for d.c. machines, design engineer of 
rotating synchronous machines, and in 
1932 engineer-in-charge of alternating- 
current design. 

Mr. Mortensen was born in Denmark. 
studying in Europe before coming to 
America. He has been responsible for 
pioneer work in the development of 
self-starting synchronous motors, syn- 
chronous condensers and turbo-genera- 
tors. In addition to contributing numer- 
ous articles and papers on electrical op- 
eration and design to the leading pro- 
fessional papers, he has been the author 
of a textbook on motor and generator 
design. 

He is a fellow of the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers. 
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> Arrrep C. MARSHALL, president of 
the Detroit Edison Co., has been elected 
to the board of lifetime trustees and 
made vice-president of the Horace H. 
Rackham Engineering Foundation, to 
succeed the late Alex Dow. Mr. Mar- 
shall is also serving as treasurer of the 
foundation. The foundation was created 
to receive and disburse funds received 
from the Horace H. Rackham and Mary 
A. Rackham Fund for the benefit of the 
Engineering Society of Detroit. 


> Georce H. Smirn, formerly managing 
director of the Empire State Gas and 
Electric Association, has been made 
chief of the priorities section handling 
PD-1A applications for the power 
branch of the War Production Board. 
Mr. Smith began his utility career in 
1911 after graduating from college with 
a civil engineering degree. He was con- 
nected with the Central Hudson Gas & 
Electric Corp. from 1911 to 1926 as 
chief gas engineer and assistant electri- 
cal engineer. During the past fifteen 
years he was connected with the Empire 
State Gas and Electric Association as 
its engineer and managing director. The 
association was dissolved last year. 


> Georce W. Hart, sales consultant for 
Ebasco Services, Inc., since 1936, has 
resigned to join the Government Con- 
tract Service staff of the radio division 
of Western Electric Co., Inc., in New 
York. After several years in electrical 
work for Bethlehem Steel Co. and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, Mr. Hart be- 
gan his electric utility connections as 
commercial engineer with New York 
and Queens Electric Light & Power Co. 
Graduate study in public utility econ- 
omies at New York University led to 
his subsequent position with Ebasco 
Services, the consulting and advisory 
service organization for the Electric 
Bond & Share System. For the past two 
years Mr. Hart has been chairman of 
Edison Electric Institute’s wiring com- 
mittee and a member of the planning 
committee of the National Adequate 
Wiring Bureau. 





EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


R. B. Brown, Jr., Elected 
President of I.E.S. 


Richard B. Brown, Jr., who was re- 
cently elected president of the Illum- 
inating Engineering Society, was grad- 
uated from Northeastern University in 
electrical engineering in 1922. He 
promptly was employed by the Boston 
Edison Co., and was assistant to Julius 
Daniels, head of the illuminating engi- 
neering division, until 1927, when he 
succeeded Mr. Daniels in this position. 
In his direction of these activities Mr. 
Brown has supervised all phases of 
lighting sales development and _illumi- 
nation technique. 

Mr. Brown’s I.E.S. activities embrace 
a wide scope. He is a past-chairman of 
the New England section and has been 
chairman of numerous committees of 
the national body, in which he directed 
pioneer work in the organization and 
distribution of lighting data sheets. the 
establishment of manufacturers’ exhibits 
at conventions, investigation and report 
on relations with architects, study of 
lighting sight-saving classrooms, devel- 
opment of LE.S. lamp activities, in- 
cluding portable lamp specifications 
and the furthering of the Better Light, 
Better Sight program. With the late 
W. S. Wallace, he founded the Lighting 
Engineers Club of New England in 
1925, for informal interchange of ideas. 
He is a member of Tau Beta Pi. 


> Avex D. Bairey, chief operating engi- 
neer, Commonwealth Edison Co.. was 
awarded the honorary degree of doctor 
of science at the dedicatory ceremony 
of the Technological Institute of North- 
western University recently. 


> FLroyp SHarp, WPA Administrator 
for Arkansas since 1936, has been ap- 
pointed a member of the Arkansas | tili- 
ties Commission by Governor Adkins. 
succeeding Ben Carter, chairman. who 
resigned to become a candidate for the 
Arkansas Supreme Court. He will a* 
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sume his duties about August 1. Born 
in Knoxville, Tenn., 46 years ago, Mr. 
Sharp started his career as a printer, 
and later he studied law, graduating 
from the law school of the University 
of Arkansas. 


> C. A. LAMBERT, superintendent of con- 
struction, Commonwealth Edison Co., 
has been appointed assistant to the vice- 
president in charge of service and con- 
struction. In addition to his new duties 
Mr. Lambert will continue temporarily 
with his duties as superintendent of con- 
struction. 


> W. J. PARKER has resigned as acting 
managing director of the National Elec- 
trical Wholesalers Association. The 
Management Committee, together with 
the secretary, Alfred Byers, and treas- 
urer, E. Donald Tolles. will carry on 
the work of the association while the se- 
lection of a new managing director is 
under consideration. 


PR. S. Quick has been appointed gen- 
eral manager of the Pelton Water Wheel 
Co. at San Francisco. A member of the 
company organization since 1919, Mr. 
Quick spent a year in the New York 
office and has been successively execu- 
tive engineer and chief engineer at San 
Francisco. I, M. WHITE was appointed 
acting chief engineer at San Francisco 
following Mr. Quick’s promotion. 


> Bric.-Gen. Puitip B. Freminc, Fed- 
eral Works Administrator, has been 
directed by President Roosevelt to as- 
sume the additional duties of Work 
Projects Administration Commissioner, 
succeeding Howard C. Hunter, resigned. 
General Fleming. as FWA Administra- 
tor, has had general supervision over 


WPA. 


PyJoun K. Knicuton of Evansville, 
Ind.. has been appointed director of the 
wartime “Victory Program” of the na- 
tional refrigeration and air conditioning 
industry, according to an announcement 
made by Dr. William R. Hainsworth, 
chairman of the group and president of 
the American Society of Refrigeration 
Engineers. Mr. Knighton is manager of 
the air-conditioning division of Servel, 
Inc., and is well-known in the refrigera- 
tion and air conditioning field. 


> Kennetu F. Houseman has been ap- 
pointed assistant superintendent of the 
turbine manufacturing department at 
the River Works, Lynn, Mass., of the 
General Electric Co. Mr. Houseman is 
a graduate of Lehigh University in me- 
chanical engineering and has been with 
the company at Schenectady and Lynn 
in various capacities and on special as- 
signments. Last fall he returned to the 
River Works as foreman on turbine 
production on the second shift. Other 
Promotions in the turbine department at 
Lynn include those of F. W. Carden, 
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J. E. Whitcomb, W. M. Buttars, C. W. 
Johnson and G. R. Gneadinger, whose 
supervisory authorities have been in- 
creased in manufacturing. 


J. M. Gilfillan Assumes 
New Executive Duties 


J. M. Gilfillan, for the past two years 
works manager of the Locke Insulator 
Corp., Baltimore, Md., was elected vice- 
president in charge of manufacturing 





at a recent meeting of the board of 
directors. 

After spending some time in a Park- 
ersburg, W. Va., bank. then in a porce- 
lain plant, in 1920 Mr. Gilfillan be- 
came associated with the Trumbull Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Co. as manager of 
the pottery division at Trenton, N. J. 
There he remained until 1939. when he 
was transferred to Baltimore as manu- 
facturing assistant to R. G. Bellezza, 
president of the Locke Insulator Corp. 

Mr. Gilfillan is a past-president and 
member of the New Jersey Ceramic As- 
sociation and a member of the Ameri- 
can Ceramic Society. 


OBITUARY 


Albert J. Llewellyn 
Albert J. 


president of the Luzerne County Gas & 
Electric Corp.. Kingston, Pa.. two years 
ago, died on July 8, at the age of 70. 
at Clifton Springs, N. Y. 

When Mr. Llewellyn retired in 1940 
he had completed 39 years of service to 
the Luzerne company, covering practi- 
cally his entire business life. Reading 
meters was his first job, and then in 
succession he served as collector, book- 
keeper, solicitor, arc lamp trimmer, line- 
man, superintendent, manager, vice- 
president and finally, in 1928, was 
elected to the presidency. 


Llewellyn, who retired as 
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Mr. Llewellyn for years had been an 
influential member of many civic and 
community bodies in the Wyoming Val- 
ley. He was a member of the Engineers 
Society of Northeastern Pennsylvania. 


> Rosert F. Runce, vice-president of 
SKF Industries, Inc., since 1920, died 
on July 6 in Philadelphia, after a long 
illness. He was 56 years old. Born in 
Woodbury, N. J., Mr. Runge was gradu- 
ated from the Drexel Institute of Tech- 
nology in 1906 and afterward joined the 
engineering department of the Hess- 
Bright Manufacturing Co., which later 
became SKF Industries, Inc. His entire 
career was spent with SKF and its 
predecessor. He had been a trustee of 
Drexel Institute of Technology since 
1935 and was president of the Metal 
Manufacturers Association last year. 


> Joun W. AnprEE, production engi- 
neer, Southern California Edison Co., 
Ltd., died on April 7. Born in Cologne, 
Germany, in 1879, he was graduated 
from the University of Illinois in 1907 
with the degree of bachelor of science. 
During 1907 he did electrical construc- 
tion work for the Bion J. Arnold Co., 
Chicago, and after a short time as sub- 
station operator with the Commonwealth 
Edison Co., Chicago, he taught engi- 
neering at DePaul University. In 1910 
he joined the Southern California Edi- 
son Co. as production engineer. 


> CHarLtes W. TOWNSEND, assistant de- 
signer, engineering department, Central 
New York Power Corp., Syracuse, died 
on May 28. Mr. Townsend was born in 
1907 at Waterville, N. Y., and received 
the degree of bachelor of science in elec- 
trical engineering from Clarkson Col- 
lege of Technology in 1932. It was in 
1938 that Mr. Townsend joined the 
Central New York Power Corp. as 
draftsman. He was transferred to the 
engineering department jin 1940. 


> Frep R. Jenkins, formerly connected 
with the Commonwealth Edison Co.. 
Chicago, and for 20 years manager of 
the Chicago Central Station Institute, 
died on June 14 at his home in Day- 
tona Beach, Fla. Entering the old Chi- 
cago Edison Co. in 1891, Mr. Jenkins 
spent several years as general inspector 
before leaving in 1900 to manage the 
Illinois Electric Vehicle Transportation 
Co. In 1902 Mr. Jenkins organized the 
Chicago Central Station Improvement 
Co. as manufacturer’s agent and in ad- 
dition operated temporarily isolated 
plants purchased by the Edison com- 
pany. In 1914 he was made manager of 
the Chicago Central Station Institute, 
newly organized for recruiting college 
graduates and training them for posi- 
tions in local utilities. He was manager 
of the institute until it closed in 1934. 
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G.E. Second Quarter 
Orders Rise 115% 


Orders received by General Elecrtic 
Co. during the second quarter of this 
year amounted to $566,250,000, an in- 
crease of 115 percent over the $263.- 
760,000 received in the corresponding 
three months last year. 

For the six months ended June 30 
orders received amounted to $865,370.- 
000, compared with $521,140,000 in the 
corresponding period of 1941, an in- 
crease of 66 percent. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Appointments 


Due to the increased industrial activ- 
ity in the Northwest and the need for 
greater sales coverage in that area, 
Cutler-Hammer, Inc., has elevated its 
Seattle office to the status of district 
sales office. T. N. Bristow of the Seattle 
office assumes the title of district man- 
ager. 


The Philadelphia district office of the 
company announces the addition of R. 
Keeler to its sales staff. Before being trans- 
ferred to the Philadelphia office Mr. Keeler 
was in the engineering and sales depart- 
ment of the Cutler-Hammer main office in 
Milwaukee. J. E. McSorley has joined the 
staff of the Cincinnati district office and 
J. A. Darnall the New York district office. 

Electrical Engineers Equipment Co. has 
announced that the business of the com- 
pany in the Chicago district is now being 
handled from the new office, located at 
327 South LaSalle Street. C. F. Gaide and 
J. P. Dunlap have been appointed to take 
charge of this office. A. A. Barbera & Co., 
417 South Hill Street, Los Angeles, has 
been appointed to represent the company 
in southern California. 


Veteran Employees Cited 


Lincoln Electric Co. has _ recently 
awarded service pins to 206 veteran 
employees whose tenure of service 
ranges from ten to 35 years. Two recipi- 
ents of citations whose service records 
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extend over a period of 35 years were 
James F. Lincoln, president and general 
manager, and J. C. Lincoln, chairman of 
the board and treasurer. Employees 
presented to the company president a 
watch and chain and a scroll. 


Lighting Contest 
Winners Announced 


Final judging in the International 
Competition of Lighting in Architecture, 
sponsored by the Illuminating Engineer- 
ing Society, was held recently in Detroit 
in connection with the national conven- 





J. F. Kneisel 


tion of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects at the Statler Hotel. 

The problem to be judged was a 
super food market, incorporating light- 
ing design and architectural design in 
its more progressive and comprehensive 
form. The solutions presented were win- 
ners in regional competitions previously 
held throughout the United States and 
Canada, with regional prizes totaling 
$1,400. 

The following awards were made: 
First prize, $200 to James F. Kneisel, 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio; second 
prize, $100, Robert W. Carr, Syracuse 


ANUFACTURING -MARKETS 


University, Syracuse, N. Y.; third prize, 
$50, Jack S. Baker, University of Ill. 
inois, Urbana, Il]. Honorable mention: 
William F. Braswell, Jr., University of 
California, Berkeley; Charles D. Grable, 
Syracuse University; Samuel T. Hurst, 
Georgia School of Technology, Atlanta; 
John R. Howard, University of Texas, 
Austin; Vernon McCoy Shipley, Georgia 
School of Technology. 


Westinghouse Honors 
Twelve Employees 


Westinghouse Order of Merit for 
distinguished service has been awarded 
to twelve employees of the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. 

Those presented with the silver “W” 
award are: L. B. McCully, manager, 
transportation and generator division; 
Dr. T. Lyle Hazlett, director, medical 
department; R. C. Bergvall, assistant 
to president, in charge of engineering; 
Frank H. Stohr, manager, industry 
sales; Donald L. Hadley, consulting 
industrial designer; Charles B. Stain- 
back, manager, industrial sales; C. C. 
Brinton, manager, electric service de- 
partment; C. R. Fay, director, em- 
ployee accounts division; William E. 
Miller, in charge of law department; 
Harry L. Hubbell, manager, real estate 
and insurance department; William F. 
Hughes, foreman and Alfred Bartlett, 
shop workman. 


Scrap Drive Yields Tons 
of Critical Materials 


By scrap collection drives and intensi- 
fied salvaging activities, the Westing 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. has 
saved 100,000 tons of strategic wal 
needed materials in the past year, ac 
cording to Ray Schmidt, supervisor of 
the Westinghouse reclamation and salv- 
age department, East Pittsburgh. 

Reporting this saving at a recent 
meeting of the Society for the Advance 
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ment of Management at Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Mr. Schmidt said conservation of mate- 
rials is no longer an economy measure 
for industry but a matter of self preser- 
vation in the fight against the Axis. 


Motors, Generators 
Orders Make Record 


Orders for motors and_ generators 
during the month of May established a 
new high, the index compiled by the 
National Electrical Manufacturers As- 
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1941 1942 
NEMA INDEX, value of orders received 


sociation soaring to 1,008 from 859 in 
April. The previous high was 909 re- 
corded in March, 1942. NEMA index 
stood at 429.7 in May, 1941. The trans- 
mission and distribution equipment in- 
dex compiled dropped precipitously in 
May to 318 from 472 in April. The 
index stood at 303.0 in May, 1941. 


Hires Women Engineers 


General Electric Co. has hired 150 
young college women to do technical 
work formerly done by male engineers. 
The first group of 22 is at work, while 
the rest will report in units each week 
until the quota is filled. Most of the 
women are receiving the company’s 
“test” engineering course as an experi- 
ment, 
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Field Reports on Business 


The extent to which war production now dominates industrial activity is indi- 
cated by a Federal Reserve Board estimate that almost 50 percent of the 
board’s industrial production index is now war production. The new Army; 
appropriations bill for 1943, recently signed, should stimulate purchases of 


industrial electrical equipment. 


NEW YORK 


The steady stream of small electrical ap- 
pliances which has been flowing into the 
warehouses of distributors and retail stores 
for the first six months of this year will 
cease within a fortnight, New York distrib- 
utors indicate. They report that even though 
production of small appliances was halted 
on June 1, the assembly of parts on hand 
last month provided a fair amount of goods. 
Except for the major items, refrigerators 
and ranges, the first six months of this 
year probably were the most active on 
record. 

Sales of department stores in the metro- 
politan area showed an increase of 3 per- 
cent last week over the corresponding 
period last year, according to the report 
of Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 

Engineering construction awards last 
week totaled $401,603,000, the second high- 
est weekly value ever reported. The total 
is 843 percent above the preceding week’s 
total and 34 percent above the correspond- 
ing high week of 1941. Public construc- 
tion at $393,366,000 was 99 percent above 
last week and 45 percent above the same 
week last year, while private construction 
is 40 percent and 71 percent lower for the 
same weeks. 


NEW ENGLAND 


War orders placed in this area during 
July may exceed the record amount for 
June. The huge allocations for aircraft 
and materiel in the Army appropriations 
bill for 1943, recently signed, should keep 
New England industries operating at a 
high level for some time to come and stim- 
ulate purchases of industrial electrical 
equipment from manufacturers and distrib- 
utors in this region. Contracts awarded by 
the Army Engineer’s regional office during 
the past month amount to approximately 
$10,000,000 for new construction at air 
fields and training bases. Of this amount, 
in the neighborhood of $1,000,000 has been 
allotted for air conditioning and about 
$1,000,000 for ventilating systems. 

A New England utility system has or- 
dered 20,000 dimout shades for street 
lighting units from C. F. Jameson & Co., 
Inc., Haverhill, Mass. A cable terminal 
building to cost $230,000 will be built in 
this area. B. F. Sturtevant Co., Hyde Park, 
Mass., has sold several hundred heating 
and condensing units for installation in 
three inland powder plants. Small wiring 
contracts for extension of power circuits 
in schools turned over to training defense 
workers range from $2,000 to about $8,000. 

One prominent building contractor notes 
that restrictions on electrical supplies may 
prevent further private construction. Fac- 
tory expansion plans are about completed 
for 1942. Some small alterations in down- 
tewn Boston business areas continue in 
which very little in electrical supplies is 
involved. Small motors are being added 
in some factories: the market for watt- 
hour meters is chiefly confined to high 
priority outlets dominated by government 
and war industry housing projects. Re- 
cording demand meters are moving in 
connection with large industrial and utility 
tie-line developments. 
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PACIFIC COAST 


There is brisk building among smaller 
interior cities for the ever-increasing num- 
ber of small plants making essential parts. 

Though department store sales in larger 
coast cities are decreasing 5 percent each 
month over those of last year, their inven- 
tories of both major and table appliances 
are averaging 40 percent over those of 
July, 1941. The only exceptions are refrig- 
erators and washers, but barring these items 
predictions are that dealers’ houshold ap- 
pliance stocks will carry straight through 
the holidays and fall very little below last 
year’s sales. The more expensive varities 
of each item are in appreciably more de- 
mand. Wholesalers, however, who at mid- 
year have been averaging 70 percent of 
last year’s appliance volume, are now drop- 
ping toward the 50 percent budgeted, de- 
spite range and refrigerator factory ship- 
ments for housing. 

Significant orders and inquiries cover 
twelve 667-kva. transformers for a Califor- 
nia utility, a $20,000 switchboard for naval 
work, two 400-amp., 60,000-kva_ circuit 
breakers for city of Burbank, lighting ar- 
rester for Tacoma and radio towers and 
controls for CAA at Salt Lake City. Many 
scattered jobs of camp and field wiring 
and lighting are reported, their amounts 
not being disclosed. Comparatively few 
electrical contractors are engaging as such 
in this work. The Coast electrical industry 
has quietly adjusted itself to war condi- 
tions and shipyards and other plants have 
been appreciably benefited by skilled jour- 
neymen recently employed by ex-contrac- 
tors. 


CHICAGO 


Activity on the war production program 
in this area is steadily increasing as more 
business is being placed with local manu- 
facturers. Running behind many other sec- 
tions of the country on war production 
for some time, this district is now teeming 
with activity in the making of armament 
material. Practically all of diversified indus- 
tries located in this area are converted 
almost entirely to the war effort. In addi- 
tion, a number of exceptionally large plants 
have been, or are being, constructed here. 

At the war-job clinic held in Chicago last 
week it was estimated that at least 100,000 
additional workers will be needed within 
the next six months in the new plants now 
under construction. Plans are being made 
for large housing developments to accom- 
modate these additional workers. Work 
has already started on two suburban proj- 
ects numbering 300 dwellings to be built 
at a cost of $1,650,000. Several others are 
already planned and waiting for priority 
approval. These housing projects will prove 
a boon to many small electrical contractors, 
whose activity has declined rapidly. 

A number of new industrial plants re- 
quiring sizable amounts of electrical equip- 
ment are just getting under way. Manu- 
facturing plant alterations for the Sager 
Follansbee Corp. at Eau Claire, Wis., will 
include a new substation, electrical system 
and six freight elevators. The same com- 
pany will install a standby power plant 
at Chippewa Falls, Wis. 
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Utility Securities Move in Narrow Range 


PRICE TRENDS OF 
ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SECURITIES 
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Slight variations in prices of electric utility stocks and bonds held the “Electrical World” 
indexes fairly steady. The stock index dropped to 18.3 from 18.4 the previous week; 
last year, 24.1. Bonds remained at 103.0; last year, 106.1 





SEC Approves Plan 
of North American 


North American Light & Power Co., 
a subsidiary of North American Co., 
has received SEC approval on two ap- 
plications filed by the company in com- 
pliance with a commission order re- 
quiring dissolution of the company. The 
applications were filed on May 7 (ELEc- 
TRICAL WorLp, May 16, page 66) and 
provided for (1) the dissolution of the 
Power & Light Securities Co., a wholly 
owned subsidiary, and (2) the liquida- 
tion and payment at principal and ac- 
crued interest of the company’s $3,376,- 
500 of publicly held debentures. 

Only assets of Power & Light Se- 
curities, which the company may now 
liquidate, are 12,478 common shares 
and 12.478 shares of cumulative pre- 
ferred stock of the Illinois lowa Power 
Co., a subsidiary holding company of 
North American Light & Power. to- 
gether with 12.478 shares of dividend 
arrears certificates. These assets would 
be transferred to North American Light 


& Power on dissolution of the securities - 


company. 

The debentures that will be retired 
under the second proposal are that part 
of the $9.000.000 of 30-year sinking 
fund debentures, series A, 5% percent, 
due July 1. 1956, not held by the 
North American Co. North American 
owns $5.623.500 of the debentures, leav- 
ing $3.376.500 to be acquired. 


SEC Approves Sale 
of Louisiana Utility 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has approved a proposal by 
Louisiana Public Service Co., a sub- 
sidiary of American Utilities Service 


20 (218) 


Corp.. to sell all its electric properties, 
materials and accounts receivable to 
the Louisiana Power & Light Co., an- 
other subsidiary of American, for $437,- 
155.95 in cash, subject to certain ad- 
justments. 

Included in the transaction is the ac- 
quisition and retirement by American 
Utilities Service of $400,000 collateral 
trust 6 percent bonds, series A_ of 
Louisiana Public Service Co. 


Arkansas P. & L. 
Sells Its Ice Plants 


Sale by the Arkansas Power & Light 
Co. of its ten ice plants to a newly 
formed company, the Delta Ice Co., 
was announced recently. Purchase 
price was not announced. 

Roy R. Morley of Pine Bluff, Ark., 
until recently manager of the ice and 
water departments of the utility, has 
been named general manager of the 
new company. Total capacity of the 
plants is 225 tons daily. 





Utility Reports 
Net Income 


1942 1941 
*American Gas & Electric 
and subs. $13,255,938 $14,709,049 
*Arkansas Power & Light 2,014,951 1,344,857 
*Carolina Power & Light 2,751,290 3,855,164 





*El Paso Electric (Texas) 577,821 560,319 
*Florida Power & Light 1,331,079 2,900,927 
*Houston Lighting & 

Power 2,511,217 3,026,107 
*Idaho Power 1,132,874 1,526,773 
*Key West Electric. ... 73,612 58 487 
*New Orleans Public Ser- 

vice : 2,138,699 2,514,481 
*Northwestern Electric 561,109 469 087 
*Pennsylvania Power & 

Light , 5,373,555 8,348,136 
*Puget Sound Power & 

Light and subs ; 3,026,954 2,004,202 
*Savannah Electric & 

Power 359,473 376,330 
*Texas Power & Light 1,430,974 2,028,168 
*Utah Power & Light and 

eae 1,925,974 1,957,485 





*Twelve months ended May 31. 








PRIORITIES AND 
PRICE SHORTS 





LimitaTION Orver L-117 has been 
amended to permit contractors building 
industrial plants to obtain heavy power 
and steam equipment by extending the 
rating issued to the persons for whom 
the building is being erected. Previ- 
ously, only the person to whom a rating 
was issued could obtain power and 
steam equipment under the order. 


Vast stores of critical materials 
which have been frozen in idle inven- 
tories by WPB halting civilian produc- 
tion are permitted to be sold through 
normal channels of distribution into 
war factories by Priorities Regulation 
13. About 150 types of materials may 
be sold only to the armed services or 
other specified agency, but other goods 
may be sold to any one who is per- 
mitted to use or distribute it—but not 
to some one whose use of it would 
violate and end-use restriction. Prior to 
issuance of this regulation, unfreezing 
of idle inventories required specific per- 
mission from Washington. 


Orver P-126, extending high ratings 
for materials for emergency repair of 
commercial air conditioning and _ re- 
frigeration equipment, has been ex- 
tended to September 30. 


AT THE SAME TIME WPB cleared up 
a confusing technicality in Order L-38, 
applying to sales of new units of com- 
mercial air conditioning and refrigerat- 
ing equipment. The original order re- 
stricted sales and deliveries to specified 
concerns “or other authorized channels 
of distribution.” This phrase is not de- 
fined to mean a factory branch or sub- 
sidiary engaged in selling equipment to 
dealers for resale. 


ONLY THE WEIGHT of metal is covered 
by the restrictions on use of critical 
materials in making incandescent lamp 
bases in order L-28. This is made clear 
by WPB in an amendment inserting the 
words “of metal” after the word 
“weight” in the order. In other words, 
weight of non-metallic materials in the 
bases doesn’t count. 


Scholarship Winners 


Ten outstanding high school gradu- 
ates have been named to receive George 
Westinghouse “work-learn” — schiolar- 
ships. sponsored jointly by the Carnegie 
Institute of Technology and the West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
The young men began their technical 
study program on July 1. 
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Approve Connection 
for Emergency Use 


Federal Power Commission has issued 
an order approving the establishment 
of permanent connections for emergency 
use only by the Ohio River Power, Inc., 
a wholly owned subsidiary of the Ohio 
Public Service Co., with the Wheeling 
Electric Co. and the Ohio Power Co., 
and authorized the continued use of 
such facilities during the present war 
emergency under Section 202 (d) of the 
Federal Power Act. 

This action will allow the electric 
energy to be generated at the Dilles 
Bottom (Ohio) plant, now under con- 
struction by Ohio River Power, to be 
utilized by war industries with a mini- 
mum use of copper for transmission fa- 
cilities, 

To permit maximum utilization of 
existing transmission facilities, the or- 
der further authorized the added or in- 
creased use of permanent interconnec- 
tions between the Ohio Power Co. and 
the Ohio Public Service Co. at Canton, 
Ohio. through either Sunnyside or Wa- 
genhals substations facilities, and the 
added or increased use of permanent 
interconnections between Ohio Edison 
Co. and the Ohio Public Service Co. 
through Salt Springs substation. 

The order states that the use of such 
interconnecting facilities during the war 
emergency shall not subject Ohio River 
Power, Inc., to the jurisdiction of the 
commission as a “public utility” within 
the meaning of the Federal Power Act. 
Similar exemption granted to Ohio Pub- 
lic Service is limited “solely and only 
to that quantity of electric energy de- 
livered (a) by the Ohio Power Co. to 
the Ohio Public Service Co. at Canton, 
Ohio, and (b) by the Ohio Edison Co. 
to the Ohio Public Service Co. through 
Salt Springs substations. “which quan- 
tity of electric energy is in addition to 
or in excess of the maximum delivery 
of electric energy at the points specified 
during any of the years 1939. 1940 and 
1941 as reported to the Federal Power 
Commission and as supplemented by de- 
tailed delivery information. e 


Start 66,000-Volt 
Line in Manitoba 


Erection of a new 66.000-volt wood- 
pole line from Oakville to Neepawa, 
Manitoba, has been started by the 
power commission, according to an 
announcement by Herbert Cottingham, 
chairman. 

Involving an expenditure of $234.,- 
000. the new line is needed to take care 
of airfield centres in the province and 
lo give Brandon and other western 
towns an extra link with Winnipeg. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Kentucky—Kentucky Utilities Co., Lex- 
ington, plans extensions in 69,000-volt 
transmission line from vicinity of Owens- 
boro to a point in Hopkins County, about 
44 miles long, for power supply for a gov- 
ernment development in latter area, where 
terminal power substation will be located. 
Cost close to $210,000. Work is scheduled 
to begin soon. 


NepraskA—Highline Electric Assn., Hol- 
yoke, Colo., plans extensions in transmis- 
sion line to point in Nebraska, about 7 
miles distant. Permission has been granted 
and work will be carried out at early date. 


On1o—Cleveland Pneumatic Aerol, Inc.. 
recently organized subsidiary of Cleveland 
Pneumatic Tool Co., 3734 East Seventy- 
eighth Street, Cleveland, plans new plant 
in Ohio for production of aircraft parts for 
government. It will comprise several large 
one and multi-story buildings, located on 
a 60-acre tract of land, with power substa- 
tion and complete electrical equipment 
for industrial service. Cost about $20,000.- 
000, with financing through Defense Plant 
Corporation. 


SoutH Carotina—Public Works Officer, 
Navy Yard, Charleston, receives bids until 
July 28 for generator station, emergency 
alarm and lighting system, oil and gasoline 
storage tanks, and other facilities (Specifi- 
cations 10870). 


IpaHo—G. B. McGill, 1818 Resseguie 
Street, Boise, and associates, plan new 
hydroelectric power plant on Quartz Creek 
in Yellowstone district of state, for light 
and power service for a community in 
that area, and power supply for mining 
operations. Permission has been secured 
from State Department of Reclamation 
to appropriate necessary water from stream 
noted, and application has been filed with 
State Public Utilities Commission for au- 
thority to proceed with project. No esti- 
mate of cost announced. 


ALABAMA—War Department, Washington, 
D. C., has authorized new military canton- 
ment in Alabama, comprising large group 
of buildings. Complete electrical equip- 
ment and facilities will be installed for 
industrial and residential service, including 
underground installation. A power substa- 
tion will be built. Cost estimated over 
$3,000,000. J. B. Converse & Co., Mobile, 
and A. C. Polk, Birmingham, are architects 
and engineers. U.S. District Engineer Of- 
fice, Atlanta, Ga., will supervise project. 


NEBRASKA—Nebraska Power Co., Omaha, 
plans extensions in transmission lines in 
part of Sarpy County. Permission has been 
granted and work will be placed under 
way soon. 


Missour! 
St. 


Pennsylvania Railroad Co., 
Louis, plans extensions and improve- 
ments in signal system of St. Louis Divi- 
sion, extending from St. Louis to Indian- 
apolis, Ind., including towers and other 
facilities. Work will be carried out as 
part of an expansion and improvement pro- 
gram in that division, estimated to cost 
about $3,000,000. 


On1o—Aluminum Co. of America, Inc., 
Gulf Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., has con- 
cluded arrangements with government for 
construction and operation of new plant in 
Ohio for production of aluminum bars, rods 
and other shapes. It will be located on a 
50-acre tract of land, comprising series 
of one and multi-story buildings, with 
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complete electrical installation for heavy- 
duty industrial service. A power substa- 
tion is planned, with several auxiliary 
transformer stations. Cost reported about 
$22,000,000, with financing in part, it is 
understood, through Defense Plant Cor- 
poration. Work is scheduled to begin at 
early date. 


CALIFORNIA—-Bureau of Power and Light, 
207 South Broadway, Los Angeles, has ap- 
proved plans for extensions in steel tower 
transmission lines in Burbank district, re- 
ported to cost over $40.000. 


Kansas—-War Department. Washington, 
D. C., has authorized new air force train- 
ing school in Kansas. Complete electrical 
equipment and facilities will be installed 
for industrial, airfield and residential serv- 
ice. A power substation is planned. Entire 
project will cost over $3.000.000. Guern- 
sey-Midwest Engineering Corporation and 
Parr & Aderhold, both Tulsa. Okla., are 
architects and engineers. U.S. District En- 
gineer Office, Tulsa, will supervise project. 


CoLtorapo—Southeast Colorado Power 
Association, La Junta, has plans maturing 
for extensions in transmission line for serv- 
ice for a government development, where 
terminal power substation will be located. 
Line construction is estimated to cost about 
$35,000. 


WasHincton—Bureau of Mines, Depart- 
ment of Interior, C and Eighteenth Streets, 
N.W., Washington, D. C., plans completely 
electrified research station and laboratory 
in Pacific Northwest, exact location. still 
to be determined, for investigations for 
recovery and processing of strategic min- 
erals. It will comprise several large units 
and will be known as an electro-develop- 
ment station. Power supply will be secured 
from Bonneville or Grand Coulee hydro- 
electric power plants, as may be deter- 
mined by site selection. Cost estimated 
about $500,000, including equipment. Bu- 
reau also plans early construction of two 
pilot plants for investigations of best 
method of producing sponge iron, to be used 
as a substitute for scrap iron in connec- 
tion with steel production. Plants will be 
located in vicinity of iron ore deposits and 
will represent investment of about $500,000. 


Texas—Consolidated Chemical  Indus- 
tries, Inc., Mellie Esperson Building, Hous- 
ton, manufacturer of acids, bone products, 
alum, ete., plans new plant in Texas, con- 
sisting of several large one and multi- 
story processing and production units, with 
complete electrical equipment for indus- 
trial equipment for industrial service. It 
will be located on a 30-acre tract of land 
and is reported to cost close to $5,000,000. 


Wisconsin—Town Council, Spooner, has 
completed plans for proposed municipal 
hydro-electric power plant, to supplement 
present municipal station of same type, 
and has filed application for federal per- 
mission to proceed with project. Cost esti- 
mated about $250,000. L. A. DeGuere, Wis- 
consin Rapids, is consulting engineer. 


Texas—War Department, Washington, 
D.C., has plans under way for new air 
force training school in Victoria area. Com- 
plete electrical equipment and _ facilities 
will be installed for industrial, airfield 
and residential service. A power substa- 
tion will be built. Cost estimated over 
$3,000,000. U.S. District Engineer Office, 
Galveston, will supervise project. 
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Limit Switch 


Line of small switches have basic switch 
units (2 in. long by 1 in. square) inclosed 


E w E c U q P M E N T in transparent molded polystyrene cases, 





























Floodlight 


Steel floodlight offers a choice of a 
chromium-plated reflector for narrow beam 
widths or an internal silvered glass reflector 


ducer. Output speeds may be either in- 
creased or decreased, within predetermined 
limits, by turning the control handwheel. 





Fire Extinguisher 


""Bomb-Quench;" available in 10-lb, tube car- 
ton 5 ft. long. O. H. Adams Co., 2018 East 
Thomas Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Magnesium bomb fires can be extin- 
guished in 42 seconds, it is claimed, by a 
water repellant powder, the quantity con- 
tained in one tube. The powder, it is stated, 
softens in the heat, flows over the burning 
mass, clings to it, forms an airtight cover 
and creates an extinguishing vapor within 
the insulated crust. This crust may be re- 
moved from the surface on which it is 
formed. 


"Class 9007 Type P"' precision limit switch; 
snap action; normally open or normally closed 
contacts rated for small solenoids or con- 
tactors as large as Square D size 4, Toggle 


Type "'L-68"' steel floodlight; accommodates mechanism operated by 2!/ oz. applied to a 


750-, 100- and 1,500-watt general-service ° l-in. lever arm, Industrial Controller Divi- 
lamps. General Electric Co., Schenectady, sion, Square D Company, 404! North Richards 
N.Y. St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Furnace 


said to be 10 to 35 percent more efficient 


: an sealed against tampering, yet allowing 
than metal-reflecting surfaces. Reposition- 





ing stop in right-hand trunnion furnished 
for crossarm mounting, also applicable 
when oval base and pipe clamp fittings 
are used. 


Sealing Compound 


"'Duxseal'' sealing compound; color, black; 
weighs 100 lb. per cu. ft. Johns-Manville, 22 
East 40th St., New York, N.Y. 


A non-hardening adhesive sealing and 
calking compound developed to seal open- 
ings in ducts carrying electrical conduc- 
tors; is also suitable for general utility 
service. Used like putty, the compound, it 
is stated, will not slump, flow or harden in 
service, is insoluble in water, unaffected by 
ordinary gases and condensates, and will 
not hurt the hands. 





Transmission 


New design of transmission, featuring 
complete inclosure and built-in chain re- 


For an operation known as deep-case 
carburizing which produces cases up to 


1 in., a new electric salt bath furnace 













































































"Deep-case" liquid bath electric carburiz- 
ing furnace; sizes, ratings 35 to 750kw., with 
pots from 10 in. diameter to 20 ft. long. 
Ajax Electric Co., Inc., Frankford Ave, at 
Delaware Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 


utilizes the electromagnetic effect between 
pairs of closely spaced electrodes. It is 
said to heat while simultaneously circulat- 
ing the cyanide salts and holds tempera- 
tures unvarying by 5 deg. at approximately 
1,750 deg. F. as required in the deep-case 
operation. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL 


visual inspection of contacts. Operating 
lever can be adjusted to any position in a 
complete circle. Travel of 15 deg. is said 
to be sufficient to operate switch and lever 
permits an additional 40 deg. overtravel in 
either direction. 


Insulation Tester 


Portable insulation and breakdown tester 
features an indicator which lights to in- 
dicate leakage up to 1,000 megohms. Four 
voltage sources are available—250, 500, 
1,000 and 2.500 volts. No hand-cranking or 
adjustments are said to be necessary. 






























































EQUIPMENT?— 









McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 





manufacturers’ product data, names and "Model 520" insulation and breakdown 


addresses. tester: operates on 90 to 125-volt, 60-cycle 
circuit. Superior Instruments Co., 227 Fu'ton 
St., New York, N. Y. 


“Reeves Variable-Speed Transmission,"' illus- 
strated. Reeves Pulley Co., Columbus, Ind. 
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